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Queen Sofia’s party was seated 
on the stage, where they were 
treated to an intimate recital of Bird 
Song at Dusk, composed and played 
by William Barton on didgeridoo, 
together with the Orava String 
Quartet – four recent Conservatorium 
graduates, Daniel, Sylwia and Karol 
Kowalik and Thomas Chawner. 

The event began with a poem and 
a song by William’s mother, Delmae 
Barton, which the Queen clearly 
found very moving. At the end, she 
warmly embraced Mrs Barton and 
thanked the musicians for a most 
unusual and memorable performance. 

Queen Sofia stayed to tea 
with other guests and many staff 
members, greeting and talking 
to everyone personally. She was 
impressed, she said, both with 
the Conservatorium itself and the 
haunting beauty of the recital. As 
Patron of the Royal Conservatory of 
Music in Madrid and the Reina Sofia 
School of Music, she hoped it might 
be possible to arrange some musical 
collaboration at a later date. 

n
bDeputy Vice-Chancellor, 

Professor Ann Brewer 
and Senior Lecturer in 

Musicology, Dr Neal Peres da Costa 
welcomed Queen Sofia of Spain to 
the Conservatorium in June. Her 
Majesty had asked to hear Aboriginal 
music while she was on an official 
visit to Australia and a special 
morning concert in the Verbrugghen 
Hall was arranged. 
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